Mumbai attacks: Twitter and Flickr used to break news
Anyone who doubts the power of the social web need only take a look at the activity on Twitter when terrorists attacked a hotel in Mumbai. 
Mere moments after the first shots were fired, Twitter users in India, and especially in Mumbai, were providing instant eyewitness accounts of the unfolding drama.
Messages, known as ‘tweets’, were being posted to the site at a rate of around 70 tweets every five seconds when the news of the tragedy first broke, according to some estimates.

A group of bloggers based in Mumbai used their Metroblog, which dealt mostly with

the everyday minutiae of life in this bustling city, as a news wire service, bringing its readers, and the wider world, news of the incident as it unfolded.
On Wikipedia, a new page about the terror attacks was set up within minutes of the news breaking, with a team of citizen editors adding a staggering amount of detail, often in real time, to provide background information about the attacks. 

Someone even created a Google Map showing the location of buildings and landmarks at the centre of the incident,with links to news stories and eyewitness accounts. But perhaps the most amazing and harrowing first-hand account of the Mumbai attacks came from Vinukumar Ranganathan who grabbed his camera and headed out onto the streets of the city, taking a series of photos. He has uploaded more than 112 photos to Flickr.
New media analyst Cherian George said events such as the Mumbai attacks have highlighted the emergence of citizen journalism and user-generated content. 

‘If the event is highly dispersed and affects very large numbers of people, it wouldbe physically impossible for a very large news organisation to keep track of everydevelopment,’ Mr George told Reuters.

‘Those kind of events show the great potential for all these user accounts to be valuable to the mainstream media.’
Indeed, many mainstream media outlets, including CNN, used video footage and photos sent in from people on the ground in Mumbai to illustrate their reports, and many television stations, radio stations and newspapers were also keeping a close eye on Twitter and the blogosphere in the hope of finding out more information.
Despite the obvious value and immediacy of these eyewitness accounts, there are signs that the blogosphere is struggling to know what to do for the best when these sort of incidents occur.

While Twitter and other social media are not yet in a position to replace the mainstream media, there can be no doubt that they provide a powerful communication platform.
QUESTIONS FROM THE TEXT MUMBAI ATTACKS: 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS AFTER TRANSLATING THE TEXT: 
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1. TOPICS: Look at the following list of news topics. Choose three you would love to report on and three you have zero interest in. 

	business
sport
weather
gossip
	Hollywood and movies
computers and technology
health
World News
	politics
motoring
local news
the Arts


2. COOL JOB: Being an international correspondent sounds like a cool job. Which of the following “perks” of the job sound most appealing or attractive to you? 

a. You get to travel around the world.

b. Your friends and family see you on TV.

c. You get to see amazing things happening.

d. You meet world leaders.

e. You have the opportunity to change people’s lives with your reports.

f. The money must be good.

g. Telling people you’re an international correspondent sounds cool.

h. You can tell the world the truth about tyrants and dictators.

i. You see history in the making.

